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Students in John Coke’s class assemble the pieces of the gym floor from the
original high school built in 1950. Superintendent Dr. Randy Albers cut out the
center piece this summer, and Principal Sharron Zachry wanted to find a special
place for it.
   “I enjoy participating because of the sentimental value that goes along  with the
assembly,” Jamal Gillis, a freshman, said.
   Above: Dustin Rochelle, Marcos Anaya, Anthony Guarjardo, Patrick Nowlin,
Callen Elliot, Danny Fratus, Kent Klaras, Austin Thomas, Chris Cumbo, and Mr.
Coke.

   There’s a strange accent coming
from the back of the room, and it isn’t
Southern.  The source of the unknown
is from a different country, sitting
there, quiet and shy.
   There are many new faces at
Midway this year, among them, three
foreign exchange students. The three,
all male, are attending Midway for one
year to greater their English intellect
and to have the experience of a life
time. Though they may appear differ-
ent than what the Panther student
body may be used to, they are ex-
tremely enthusiastic about living here.
   “Everything is available to me here,
at home, things are so far apart,”
Robert Boettner of Germany said
“Life here is so much easier than I had
expected, the only thing that is hard
about it is that there are so many rules SEE STUDENTS PAGE 3

   In case you haven’t seen all the
seniors and juniors around school
wearing the blue T-shirts with ‘Link
Crew’ printed on them, there is a new
program for freshman this year that
allows interaction with upperclassmen
in order to make their first year in high
school less intimidating. The idea for
the program came about as a result of
Principal Sharron Zachry wanting a
way to help ninth-graders to feel more
like a part of Midway.
   The project to search for what
Zachry wanted fell into the hands of
Career Connections teachers Gail
Wood and Becky Hodges. After much
research, the two teachers came up
with a program that seemed to fit what
Zachary wanted: Link Crew. Funding
for the new program would come from
a small communities grant.
  When there was an idea for a

program, sponsors for the group and a
way to fund for Link Crew; only one
thing was needed to put the plan into
action: crew members.
   The members consist of young
people from the classes of ‘06 and ‘07
who were recommended by their
teachers in the spring semester of last
year, and then invited to join the
program for the upcoming school year.
Four commissioners, Mason Hebert,
Paige Tyler, Bryce Ed and Lance
Weithorn, were chosen to help Wood
and Hodges with getting everything set
up for the program, such as teaching
the other Link Crew members their
responsibilities and coming up with
ideas as far as what to do with the
Link Crew program. The founders
have said that these students were
extremely helpful in making prepara-
tions for the program. Two of the

SEE LINK CREW PAGE 3

Above:  Link Crew members play a game
that involved shaking hands with
various freshmen at the 2005 Fish Camp.

Foreign exchange students adjust
to Texas culture, way of life

at Midway.”
   Boettner, who speaks four lan-
guages- German, English, Spanish and
Russian - has been here for three
weeks, and had to endure a 24-hour
plane trip to reach Texas.
   Victor Matey of Spain closes the
language barrier with music. A mem-
ber of the Panther Band, he plays the
trumpet, and keeps himself busy with
“lots of homework.” Matey sometimes
finds it difficult to understand English
clearly.
   “History is my least favorite sub-
ject,” he said, adding that history often
requires a lot of English translating on
his part. Matey said, while blushing,
that he enjoys the girls and the food in
America the most.
   “Midway has very nice looking
girls,” He said.
   Rogerio Senna, a native Brazilian,

Right:  Career Connections teachers
Becky Hodges and  Gail Wood pose for a
picture with one of the creators and
writers of the Link Crew program. Photos
by Julie Henry.

  One of the most
fundamental things people
long for ... is attention
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Crawford protesters make noise for worthy purpose
Kelsey Ervi
Guest Writer

Sean Kamperman
Guest Writer

Iraqi War protestor Cindy Sheehan was joined
by actor Martin Sheen at a fallen soldiers
memorial in Crawford in August.
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   Aug. 31 has passed and with
President Bush no longer on vacation,
the protestors in Crawford have
moved out. Cindy Sheehan made a
statement to the President that she
would remain on the outskirts of his
Crawford ranch until Aug. 31, unless
he agreed to talk with her about the
war in Iraq. Well now that the date
has passed, with no meeting having
occurred, I begin to wonder whether
Sheehan’s cause was accomplished. I
begin to think what was she really
doing out there.
   Sheehan was definitely not alone.
She received the support of thousands
of others from all over the world. For
me, hearing about what was going on
in Crawford was not enough. So I
took a trip there with one of my
friends to see for myself what was
really going on. First we traveled to
Camp Casey, named for Sheehan’s

son who was killed in Iraq. Cars lining
the side of the road revealed numerous
bumper stickers against President
Bush and the war in Iraq. Some such
as, “Draft the Bush Twins”, “Veterans
for Peace” and even the simple ones
like “Bring Our Troops Home.”
   Walking around the site there were
rows and rows of crosses at the front
of the camp. Crosses also lined the
road to the camp, all bearing the
names of fallen soldiers. There were
signs, paintings and vigils stating the
clear messages of the anti-war
protestors. Next, we traveled to the
site of the original anti-war protestors.
Hundreds of tents lined the roadway.
Over a period of one hour, about 50
more people arrived to support
Sheehan’s cause. But as my friend
and I talked with the people, trying to
understand their reasons for being out
there, I realized that this  was not
about Sheehan and her persistent
attempt to meet with the President
anymore. I realized that these crosses

lining the street represented people. I
realized that these people sitting in a
ditch were there for their own reasons
and not Sheehan’s. They were not
angry or pressuring. Disregarding the
signs, it did not even seem like a
protest, but more of a campout. One
woman I spoke with at the camp site,
she said, “If America knew what was
really going on over there, it would be
horrified.”
   That is such a broad statement. Do
we really know what’s going on over
in Iraq?
   The National Priorities Project states
that almost $200 billion has been spent
in the last four years due to the war in
Iraq. Comparisons from the NPP
show me that the numbers just don’t
make sense. With the money spent on
the war for four years, we could have
fought world hunger for eight years or
helped fight AIDS for 19 years or
given 64 years of immunizations to
children all over the world. It seems to
me like the money spent to have

people dying everyday for the sake
of oil, or terrorism, or government,
could have been used in so many

   A few days ago I had the exclusive
pleasure of making a trip to Crawford,
Texas. Or rather what was once
Crawford, Texas before it was
transformed into a sort of sideshow
carnival run by a giddy troupe of
liberal and conservative clowns
parading around with poster boards
and picket signs waving high in the air,
following the tune of their ringmaster,
Cindy Sheehan, and complaining about
the most useless and detestably
frivolous loads of garbage my ears
have ever had the misfortune of
enduring.
   I don’t mean to say that their
message was wrong or uninspired;
clearly, the war in Iraq and the condi-
tion of this country’s federal govern-
ment are issues which lately have
been very real and very pressing.
However, the assortment of riff-raff
that fell upon Crawford the weekend
of Aug. 27-28 could not have been a
viler assortment of loud-mouthed
media hogs.
   The matter is simple to understand:
Sheehan’s demand to speak with
President Bush concerning the war in
Iraq and her cry for an American
withdrawal from the war-torn nation
certainly were heartfelt and strong
statements. However, overexposure to

Crawford protesters ‘loud-mouthed media hogs’
See ERVI
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the media, as is common with so many
other similar news stories, inflated her
crusade into an enormous blimp of
circus fat lady proportions. Though the
cause was good and pure, its “support-
ers” (with the exception of the honor-
able Reverend Al Sharpton, one of the
most true-spoken, sincere, and influen-
tial politicians of our time) were
nevertheless a bunch of attention-
seeking whiners, very reminiscent of a
herd of screaming toddlers, tears
streaming down their scrunched faces,
little hands clutched tight to their
inalienable rights.
   Just as the majority of the protestors
who flocked to Sheehan’s side this
fateful weekend remain a bunch of old
sun-dried hippies, pining to relive their
glory days and badmouth just about
every indecent thing in conservative
America, their opponents, a group of
red-faced, tight-squeeze, right-wing
knuckleheads remain just as guilty of
media-hogging, their counter-protest a
mere ploy at getting to see their faces
on the evening Channel 10 news.
   Despite whatever cause they may
have chosen to wave a banner for on
the scorched battlefields of the Bush
Ranch, these unfortunate protestors
and counter-protestors remain people.
   And, as is my most basic under-
standing, one of the fundamental things
people long for, above and beyond

anything else, is attention. We search
endlessly to find someone who will
listen to our opinion, who will acknowl-
edge our deeds and recognize our
actions. None can deny that we derive
a certain satisfaction from being told
our ideas are good and that our
opinions actually matter in the big
scheme of things.
   Thus, attention becomes to us a sort
of addictive stimulant, a caffeine or

nicotine whose high cannot be topped
by any other substance or expression.
And sometimes to get attention, you
just have to drive out to Crawford,
Texas, pitch a tent, break open the
lawn chair, take out your poster and
scream at every media van that drives
by until you decide to pack up and go
home as soon as Cindy Sheehan has
left the building.



3antherP o s t opinion

French Club officers
are… Amber Guest – President,
Brittany Johnson - Vice-President,
Kyle Nesrsta - Secretary 1, Jana
Upchurch - Secretary 2-, Darnique
Scott - Treasurer, Ashley Jackson -
Reporter, Nicole Wuest - Historian,
Austin Peper - Social Chair, Julieta
Cuellar - Academic Chair, Candice
Morrow - Service Chair.

Unity Club officers… Darnique
Scott – President, Dimetri Dancer
- V. President, Piera Perry –
Secretary, Tiffany Pusha- Trea-
surer, Andrew Moore – Historian,
Gavin Gross - Project Manager

Art Club officers are….
1st Semester Presidents,
Mackenzie Gibson and Katherine
Gallets.  2nd Semester  Presidents,
Elizabeth Payson and Carol Glass. 
Vice Presidents, Allie Menchaca
and Megan Jordan.  Reporters,
Chelsea Rhodes and Mariana
Bezerra.

briefly
speaking...

other ways and helped keep so many
people alive.
   I have heard both sides of the story.
We went to Camp Qualls, the site in
Crawford for the Bush supporters.
Interviewing the people I did, I was
somewhat surprised with how much
sense they made and how convincing
they sounded. Although thinking back
and looking over the facts I have
found, I do not see why the troops are
still over there. I guess that was
Sheehan’s purpose.  She sat for almost
a month in Crawford, gathering world-
wide support and criticism, just asking
a simple question to the President,
“What are we still doing in Iraq?”  She
wasn’t there for publicity or just to be
angry. She really did have a purpose.
So did everyone else, whether they
were there for Sheehan or for their
own cause.
   Many people said that Sheehan was
being used, that all of her supporters
were there for the publicity and that
she was making a fool of herself
because her husband left her over her
protesting and the rest of her family
didn’t want to have anything to do with
her. The media, always discussing her
son and family, made it seem like her
main focus was avenging her son’s
death. I believe that she was upset and

angry over the death of her son, but I
disagree with that being her sole
purpose of awaiting a conversation
with President Bush. I believe her
main purpose was simply to ask why.
Now that the protestors have moved
on or have gone home.I am asking the
same question. When I journeyed to
Crawford I went with a sign stating,
“I am the youth of America.I have a
voice too.” I supported going over to
Iraq in the beginning. After 9/11 it
seemed reasonable; America was
attacked, we needed to take action.
   But now, four years later, with the
war still in process, and soldiers are
still dying, and money still being spent,
I’m reconsidering my thoughts. I want
to know the truth, not the President’s
masked version of it. I may not have
family or friends over in Iraq, but as
much for the President, and his
supporters in Crawford and from all
over the country saying that the
soldiers in Iraq are fighting for me,
that they are protecting me, and that
they are dying for me. Before I
support the consequences of this war,
I have the right to know exactly what
they are protecting me from because I
am a citizen and I am free.
   So Mr. President, if the youth of
America are asking, “What are we
still doing in Iraq?,” are you willing to
answer?

ERVI
From page 2

agrees with Matey.
   “Midway’s girls are really hot.” It
seems that the boys have no trouble
adjusting to the cultural differences
when it comes to the ladies. From
countries afar and still similarities in
certain things. The host family that
Senna lives with is actually the same
family his brother stayed with two
years ago.
   “It makes it easier to be close with
them,” he said. “ I like to spend time
them. It’s harder to make friends here
because I don’t know the area.”
   All three students agree that their
native homelands offer more free time
to be with their friends, that here they
spend more time on homework, and
it’s difficult trying to get to know the
area.
   But they find comfort in the fact that
Marie Croft, Spanish teacher, is
always there to help with the language
barrier, and any other insecurity they
may have.
   “Of course they get lonely,” Croft
said, “and sometimes it’s very difficult

STUDENTS
From page 1

for them to make friends and fit in.
But these boys seem to be adjusting
very well, and they’re very involved in
learning.”
    Croft, who was once a foreign
exchange student in Mexico, has
Matey and Boettner in her classes,
and insists  they are among her best
and students.
   “They tend to be more enthusiastic
about the things that they get to do

here, because it’s already such a
privelage that they’re with us,” Croft
said.

Three foreign exchange students are
attending Midway this year. Above
Spanish teacher Marie Croft works with
Victor Matey and Rogerio Senna. Right
Robert Boettner is from Germany.

OFFER GOOD THRU OCTOBER 13, 2005

brieflyspeaking
By jennifer bancale



   Several noticeable changes have
been made in the staff of Midway.
Twenty-three new teachers and
support staff were hired for the 2005-
2006 school year. Five people have
also changed jobs within the school.
Out of these 28 people, the majority of
them are in the science, math and
foreign language departments.
   Each member of The Panther Post
staff interviewed new employees to
find out more about who they are and
why they came to Midway.

Shauna Stewart
Features Editor

School year starts with 28 new faces on campus
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Other new teachers/staff are:
Janice Johnson – Technology
Kristine McDonald – Evaluation
specialist
Kourtni Parnell – Evaluation specialist
Ben Portwood – Special Ed Asst.
Claire Puryear – Special Ed VAC
Pam Steakley – Special Ed
Dolores Zuniga – PE/Health

Staff reassigned are:
Jennifer Allison – CATE
Rick Allen – ELA
Ashley Canuteson – Asst. Principal
Kim Coker – Data Specialist/Testing
Joyce Huddleston – Asst. Principal
Secretary

Teaches: Algebra 1
Came from: Waco High School
Family Information: Wife,
three children
Hobby: playing Madden Football

Bruce Williams

Ryan Porter

Came from:
Greenville
Teaching for:
Seven years
Teaches: IPC
Coaches:
Volleyball
Hobby: Golf
Family: Wife,
two kids

Kevon Shuler

Teachers:
Chemistry and
IPC
Came from: Ann
Arbor, MA
Degree: Masters
in Bio
Chemistry
College: UT at
San Antonio

Mary Tate

Came from:
Riesel
Family: 3 kids, 1
dog
Hobbies: Golf
and reading
College: Texas
A&M

Dora DeAubrey

Teaches:
Biology
Family: Two
sons
Degree: Minor
in biology
College: Texas
A&M

Jeff Brown

Coaches: Football
and softball
Teaches: U.S.
History
Came from:
Reicher High
School
Family: Engaged
Pet Peeve:
Reality TV

Counselor secretary
Family: Husband, one daughter
Hobbies: Scuba diving
Pet peeve: People who don’t
“practice what they preach”
Goals: To be a good role
model for her daughter

David Crowder

Fine arts
coordinator
Came from:
Midway
Intermediate
Family: Wife,
one daughter,
one son
Hobbies:
Piano, reading
College: Baylor University
Degrees: Bachelor’s in music educa-
tion, master’s in education and admin-
istration

Teaches: Math Models
Coaches: Tennis
Came from: Last year’s ISS room
College: Baylor University
Goals: Better know the faculty and
students, improve teaching skills

Guadalupe Goodman

Came from:
Mansfield
Summit High
School
Teaches:
Spanish 1
and 2
Family:
Husband,
one son
Degree: Political science and
Journalism
College: Texas Tech

Shannon Bullock

Teaches:
German
Family: Two
daughters, one
son
Hobbies: Golf,
cooking,
reading
Degrees:
Bachelor’s in arts and foreign lan-
guages (German, Russian and Span-
ish)
College: Southern Methodist Univer-
sity

Kim Buth

Counselor
Family:
Husband, one
daughter, one
son
Came from:
Counseling
and Lake Air
Middle School
Colleges:
Baylor and Tarleton
Goals: Working with students on
colleges

Jennifer Coke

Gold house
counselor
Came from:
Midway
Intermediate
School
Family: One
daughter, one
son
Goals: Learn everything about being a
high school counselor
Colleges: A&M, Tarleton State

Robert James
ISS teacher

Came from: Brooke Haven Youth
Ranch, taught P.E.
Family: Wife
Hobbies: Fishing and football

Jason Anderson

Coaches:
Cheerleading
and Swim-
ming
Background:
Got involved
in
cheerleading
in college,
and teaches at cheerleading camps
during the summer across Texas
Goals:  To raise the spirit at Mid-
way and to win a cheerleading
championship at the national level.

Gina Kucera

Matthew Smith

crew members, Amber Rose and
Cade Crumley, said freshmen can
benefit from interaction with Link
Crew members.
   “We are just here to help lead
freshmen through their first year of
high school and help keep them on
the right track,” Rose said. “It is a
great opportunity for the ninth-
graders to be able to receive
guidance from their peers instead of
counselors and teachers. I would
like to know that I have encouraged
the freshmen to feel encouraged to
be themselves and get involved.”
   Crumley said that the Link Crew
is a way to “take the intimidation
factor out of being a freshman.”
   After helping out with Fish Camp
and leading the first advisory for
ninth graders, Link Crew has
already proven to be the beginning
of another helpful program at
Midway High School.
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   Fish Out of Water is a regular
occurring column where a Panther
Post staff member spends time “out
of their element” and writes about
the experience.
   I stood with sleep still in my eyes
and stared blankly with despise at the
camouflage uniform and the hideous
combat boots that I would be wearing
for the day. Thoughts ran
through my head about how I’d
be perceived by my  peers, and
what I could possibly do to
make this obscenity look
fashionably cute.
   As I stepped out of my truck
I felt so  uncomfortable;
knowing that some students not
in the program refer to ROTC with
derogatory phrases.
   Until my recent experience as a
cadet for a day,  I didn’t know the first
thing about the Marine Corps Junior
ROTC program. But after participat-
ing in a uniform inspection and routine
drilling, I learned that there is much
more to ROTC than you’d think. The
cadets in the program are hard
working, goal-driven individuals with
lots of ambition for the future.
   I spoke to a few of the cadets
personally to better my understanding
of the program and how it helped.
    Donnie Norcross, a sophomore,
joined JROTC his
freshman year
because of his
families history in
the Marines. He
later hopes to join
and become a drill
sergeant.
   Captain John Wiswall, a senior, has
been in the program for four years. He
joined for personal improvement, and
is now considering joining the Marines
after completing college.
     Corporal Nick Valdiri, a sopho-
more, heard that it was a great
program and joined his freshman year
also. He plans on doing ROTC in
college and then possibly joining the
Air Force.
   As I entered the classroom I was
greeted by Lt. Col Stroman and
Master Guns. I was then seated by
Lieutenant Colonel Adam Brewer, a
senior. I was placed in squad one
under Staff Sergeant Jack Barrett, a
junior.
   Brewer began the morning  routine,
which consisted of  reciting the pledge,
reporting and checking role. Reporting

is a complex procedure that consists of
the leader, squad leader and fire team
leader representative checking the
status of cadets.
   Next we were instructed to head to
the multipurpose room for uniform
inspection. I felt nervous, while
standing at attention. As Brewer

began my inspection, I
realized how complex ROTC
is.

“That’s a minor for
IPs,” Brewer said pointing to
a few loose strings on my
uniform.

I later learned IPs are
Irish Pennants, which are
loose strings that appear on

your uniform, boots and cover (hat).
Cadets are supposed to cut or burn
these off before inspection.
   After inspection we reported back to
the class, and headed out for drill. I
learned a basic formation march and
how to follow a few commands, such
as column left, column right, detail
attention and forward march. I think
the most difficult thing is marching on
count. I’m just not coordinated
enough. It was specific and organized,
and I felt important.
   Once we were back in the class-
room I learned a few more things.
ROTC stands for Reserve Officer

Training Corps, and they
learn educational
information on Tuesdays
and Thursdays consist-
ing of leadership train-
ing, citizenship, Marine
Core history, military
history, land navigation

and much more.
   After an exhausting day, and a lot of
explaining as to why I was in camou-
flage, I was glad I took on the chal-
lenge. I didn’t think I could do it, but
with support from friends, my little
brother  and a positive attitude, I did.
   From my experience I’d say that
ROTC is a great program to set
people on the right path and teaches
them the discipline they need for the
future. Many high school students tend
to overlook things that may help them
later in life because they’re busy
hanging with friends, or  concerning
themselves with what others say and
think.
As Lt. Col Stroman said, “The reason
people fail to succeed is that they
trade what they want most in life for
what they want at that very moment.”

ROTC: Not what people expectROTC: Not what people expectROTC: Not what people expectROTC: Not what people expectROTC: Not what people expect

Ret. Lieutant Colonel Mark Stroman instructs the cadets on basic formation
marching, while Panther Post staff member Tamilyn Gollihar soaks in the experi-
ence for her Fish Out of Water column.

GOLLIHAR

Tamilyn Gollihar
Sports Editor



Tyler Watts
Editor In Chief

   On Aug. 25 2005, Katrina became
the 11th hurricane of the season when
the National Weather Service
increased its status from a tropical
storm to a level one hurricane.  By
Aug. 27, Hurricane Katrina was on a
collision course with the Gulf Coast as
President George W. Bush declared a
state of emergency in Louisiana.  And,
at 7 a.m. on Aug. 29, the surging
category five hurricane slammed into
Eastern Louisiana and Mississippi,
flattening towns and leaving homes in
shambles.  As citizens of Louisiana
and Mississippi battled for their lives,
the rest of the nation watched in
horror.
   “When the hurricane hit, I can just
remember being horrified for the
people living in Louisiana,” Senior
Maggie Talley said.  “Even though you
really couldn’t tell just how extensive
the damage was going to be overnight,
you knew that it had the potential to be
one of the worst hurricanes in history.”
   The devastation was at first incom-
prehensible. The 160 mph winds left

all of Louisiana and Mississippi without
power, and many towns were simply
disappeared.  Just hours after the
hurricane dispated to a tropical storm,
the city of New Orleans began filling
up with water leaking in from the
levies on Lake Pontchartrain and the
Mississippi River.  Although federal
response to the disaster was arguably
slow, American citizens, especially in
Texas, were quick to act.  By Sept. 2,
Texas had transported thousands of
victims to the Astrodome in Houston
alone, and over 100,000 more were
staying at churches, schools and
houses across the Lone Star State.
   “My church has been busy taking in
refugees from all across the Gulf
Coast region,”  junior David Martin
said.  “We’ve basically given them a
place to stay and a new home for at
least a little while.  We’re just trying to
help them out in any way we can.”
    Texas Governor Rick Perry also
opened up the schools to all students
displaced by the hurricane.  Using the
McKinney-Vento Act, which assures
free education to homeless children
caught in a crisis,  students were

allowed to enroll
without the usual
paperwork like
shot records or
birth certificates.
Within two weeks
of the hurricane,
18,900 student
refugees had
enrolled at schools
across Texas,
Midway included.
   Senior Ronnie
Brown came to
Midway from
Louisiana after his
home and school
were hit by Hurri-
cane Katrina.  He
left Louisiana just
hours before the hurricane hit to live
with his cousin, Cedric Hall, in Hewitt.
Brown has now found refuge on the
football field, playing with the varsity
team.
   Midway is also doing its part in the
relief effort by adopting a school in
Louisiana.  The administration has
drafted a plan to “adopt” a school in

Katie LeGrand
Staff Reporter

U n i t e d in
tudents find ways to give back inS times of local, national crisis

National Gas Prices Soar

   Gas prices have been steadily
increasing because of Hurricane
Katrina. Several students have given
their input on how the rise in prices
has affected their daily life
   “The increasing gas prices have
made day-to-day living harder,”
Freshman Ashton Gelat said, “be-
cause now just going to school and
back will cost you like $8, the
equivalent of a meal.”
   Sophomore Samantha Cunningham
had to change her daily routine
because of soaring gas prices.
  “I had to stop driving my car to
school,” Cunningham said.  “Now, I
have ride the bus to school and
back.”
   Junior Ashlee Tracy said she is
also limited by higher gas prices.
    “I can’t go anywhere but school,
practice and work because I have no
money to be wasting gas,” she said.

Senior
Austin
Peper
traveled
to San
Antonio to
assist
Hurricane
Katrina
victims.
Top: New
Orleans evacuees get off a plane in San Antonio and
prepare to be registered before going to a relief
center. Middle: Names missing persons hang in a
relief station at Kelly USA Airport in San Antonio.
Right: Governor Rick Perry speaks to the press and
Texas State Guard about relief efforts.

  Gas prices are expect to fall as
recovery efforts continue in New
Orleans, but the likelihood of seeing
gas below than $2 per gallon in 2006 is
slim.

National Average Gas
Prices By Year

2000- $1.70
2001-$1.55
2002-$1.60
2003-$1.90
2004-$2.00
2005- $3.20

(as of Sept.)

A photo
circulating

on the
Internet

shows how
many people

feel about
higher gas

prices.

Photo by Austin Peper
Senior Owen Wible brings his second period class’ donations
for hurricane victims to the assistant principals office.
Students donated more than  $1,800 in two days.

the Gulf Coast area.
   “As of now, most of the focus in
Louisiana and Mississippi is on saving
lives and rebuilding homes,”  Associ-
ate Principal Austin Sterling said.
“But, hopefully by next month we will
be able to officially get in contact with
a school, and decide on what their
needs are, and how we can help.”

$ $



DeLisa Gross
Staff Reporter

Students honor ‘Hometown Heroes’

Misty Atchison
Entertainment Editor

Midway Service Projects

   Many Midway students spent the
summer participating in service
projects for their community and
state, but some students went far
outside of Waco to do things for the
sake of other people.
   This summer, a group of young
people, including current Midway
students and graduates who attend
First Woodway Baptist Church took
on the challenge of going on a mission
trip to Africa. Among those that
participated were Lauren Stanton,
Katy O’Leary, Colleen Cooper, Caitlin
Amos, Emily Lindsey, Bethany
Northern, Whitney Swanson,
Courtney Heard, Rachel Fahlenkamp,
Shay Smith and Michael Jones.
  The students lended a helping hand
by putting together skits and songs to
perform for schools, helping at a
church run by local missionaries, and
going to a camp with people from
another youth group there. The group
also went on a safari-like tour, a game
reserve in Etosha, where they saw a
variety of wild life.
  “(The game reserve) was fun,”Shay
Smith, a senior, said, “but I enjoyed
being with the kids more than the
animals.”
  Students like Smith had various
reasons for going.
   “At first there was the adventure of
it that interested me,” Smith said, “but
as the time drew near it became
obvious that God had plans that I

Above left: Senior Shay Smith sings
for students at a school in Africa.

Above right: Senior Lauren Stanton
participates in worship with other
young people at YWAP (Youth With
A Purpose), a camp she attended
while in Africa.

Bottom Right: Senior Katy O’Leary
joins African students in singing
and dancing while on a mission
trip.

   Midway students have a tradition of
stepping up in times of need, and this
year they participated in the Home-
town Heroes annual water drive
raising 125 cases of bottled water,
beating last year’s record of 105
cases.
   This project has been in existence
for  three years.  The goal was
achieved with the help of H-E-B, Wal-
mart, Coca-Cola, Educators Credit
Union and the Deaton Agency.
   Hometown Heros are people who
work for local fire departments,

ambulance services, and police
departments and who work around the
clock and go unnoticed. Freshman
Lauren Jaynes had a few words of
encouragement  to let them know they
are not forgotten.
   “It was really good to help the
hometown heroes because they are
always there for us and now I feel I
am finally giving back to them,” she
said.
 Assistant Blue House Principal Dale
Kent said, “we do this project because
we appreciate the hometown heros
who work for us 24-7 and only get
noticed in our time of need.”

Students, Graduates Go On African Mission Trip

wasn’t aware of. So, he showed me
why he wanted me going, which is
honestly still beyond me, but it could
have been seen on the smiles of the
people I met there.”
  Smith added that he did not know
what to expect before taking on the
adventure, but that those that attended
were signing autographs on uniform
ties and shirts by the end of the first
week.
   “We’re not famous in any way,”
Smith said, “but the kids there thought
so.”
  These volunteers hoped to serve as
an inspiration for the students at
Midway, and proved that the average
teenager is capable of stepping outside
of his or her boundaries to help out
those less fortunate.

What            Who Benefits When
Fill a Basket     Mission Waco 10/7-10/14

Blood Drive         American Red Cross 10/27

Food for Families   Waco Food Pantry      11/8-11/18

Foster Families       Child Protective       12/5-?
“Adopt a Child”           Services

Storybook              Underprivileged      12/5-?
Christmas Children

Bears & Blankets     Children & Elderly     1/10-1/20
                       of McLennan County

Fans Drive                     3/25-3/31



   Two words: Red Eye.
   I recently had the opportunity to see
this movie, directed by Wes Craven (A
Nightmare on Elm Street, Cursed),
and it wasn’t as good as I expected it
to be. Granted, it was a lot better than
most of the movies being released
these days, but the trailer made it look
so much better than it was.
   It starts off by following Lisa
Reisert (Rachel McAdams) on her
quest to board her delayed flight to
Miami, where she is the manager of
the Lux Atlantic Hotel. While waiting
for the plane, she meets Jackson
Rippner (Cillian Murphy), a curious
character who catches her attention.
   When Lisa gets to board the plane,
she finds herself in the seat next to
Jack, where he reveals to Lisa her
father’s wallet and the real reason
he’s on board. Jack needs Lisa’s help
to kill the deputy secretary of Home-
land Security, who is staying at Lisa’s
hotel. If she doesn’t cooperate, Jack
will call “a friend” and have her father
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IN THEATERS

September 23
The Corpse Bride

Cry Wolf
Roll Bounce

Waiting
Flight Plan

September 28
Forty Shades of Blue

September 30
Oliver Twist

The Greatest Game Ever Played
Into the Blue
Lord of War

A History of Violence
Serenity

October 7
The Wallace & Gromit Movie

In Her Shoes
Two for the Money

October 14
Elizabethtown

The Fog
Stay

ON VIDEO

September 27
Lords of Dogtown

Robots

October 4
The Amityville Horror

The Interpreter

Christian Jacobs
Staff Reporter

Ashli Sulak
Staff Reporter

Red Eye: A  Recommendable Suspense

murdered as well.
   It piles on the suspense from there.
But the ultimate downfall of the movie
is in the last 15 minutes, with the Tom-
and-Jerry-esque game of cat and
mouse, complete with throwing
random furniture (and many vases)
down the stairs.
   There are a few redeeming qualities.

It has excellent acting and a very
clean script. And, at only an hour and
35 minutes, it’s not dragging on or
cutting out important pieces.
   I recommend this PG-13 movie to
anyone who likes suspense and
original plot-points, or at least they’re
not overused.

the
TICKETTICKETTICKETTICKETTICKET

by misty atchison

.

Radiohead
Title: TBA
Due: Early 2006
   You wait two years for a new song,
then two come along at once. Thom
Yorke and Johnny Greenwood played
a new song, Arpeggi at London’s
Royal Festival Hall, while Yorke
unveiled another, “House Of Cards,”
during a recent solo benefit gig.

Depeche Mode
Title: TBA
Due: Oct 2005
   The bands 11th studio album, and for
the first time in the bands 25-year
career lead singer Martin Gore’s
creative monopoly has been broken.
Gore promises that the still-untitled
new album is as dark as anything the
band has recorded, putting it some-
where between albums, “Violator” and
“Songs of Faith and Devotion.”

Franz Ferdinand
Title: Franz Ferdinand II
Due: late September
   The float-or-flop album of the fall,
Franz Ferdinand has the most riding on
them. Sophomore albums are usually
the ones that can make or break a
bands career. The band’s first single
“Do You Want to” has already been
released in the bands country of Great
Britain. Tracks also completed are
“Evil Heathen,” “Your Diary,” “Wee
Andy” and “What You Said.”

This month “The Panther Post” takes a look at some of this fall’s, and next year’s nearly completed records. This time
three previous giant chart toppers, who promise it will  be their best yet.

Rachel McAdams and Cillian Murphy star in the thriller “Red Eye”.October 11
Kicking & Screaming

The Sisterhood of
the Traveling Pants

ON STAGE

October 21-28
Waco Hippodrome

It’s a Scream
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Custom
Homecoming Mums and Garters

Homecoming is Oct. 14. Order your Mum or garter early to make sure you get the
best trinkets and ribbons. The Mum Ladies offer all of the latest trinkets and wide
selections of ribbons. You can choose from a junior mum for your sister, a single
mum with one flower, a double mum with two flowers, a heart shaped mum or an
over the shoulder mum. Our garters include trinkets, ribbons, and bells.

What is included?
                   *yards of red, white and blue ribbons
                   *3-5 specialty ribbons  (homecoming, band, footballs)
                   *trinkets
                   *bells
                   *foil tinsel
                   *a splash of glitter
                   *2 names (1 name on the junior  mum)

You may also add teddy bears, panthers, lights, or other items to make your mum/
garter special.

                     Call:  The Mum Ladies
666-9744 or 214-7111

A portion of each sale will be donated to the Midway Band Backers
to support the Midway Panther Band.

IN THE NEWS

Above: Gail Wood, career
connections teacher and
PALS and Link Crew
sponsor, was named the
Region 12 Secondary
Teach of the Year this
summer. To celebrate,
Blue Bell donated ice
cream for a party on Sept.
16. Photo by Julie Henry.
Right: Students like
Senior Bryant Beals
received a free ice cream
sandwich during their
lunch period. Photo by
Jamie Beavers.

Left: Blue Crew member Chris Corley
raises the spirits of the seniors during
the spirit stick competition of the Sept.
16 pep rally. Photo by Diana Garcia.
Above: The seniors won the spirit stick.
Photo by Stephanie Rystrom.

Varsity football players like
Trammell Jackson and Ronnie
Brown were honored along
with cross country, swim and
volleyball athletes at the pep
rally Sept. 16. Photo by
Stephanie Rystrom.

Students dance to the school song at the Sept. 16 pep
rally in the arena. Photo byStephanie Rystrom.
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Collins and TeamCollins and TeamCollins and TeamCollins and TeamCollins and Team
Orthodontics

Micheal D. Collins DDS
Specialist in Orthodontics

Have a great year Midway!
772-5933

8400 Old McGregor Rd.
Waco, Tx 76712

www.collinsandteam.com

VARSITY FOOTBALL

Panthers slay Dragons
   Midway Varsity Football team
won Sept. 16 against Round Rock
Dragons. The game ended in a 7-7
tie, and went into overtime, which
ended in a 14-14 tie.Going into
double overtime, Round Rock scored
first, but missed the point after.
Midway then scored and Justin
Slaughnessy finalized the captivating
win over the Dragons with a field
goal kick, making the final score 27-
24. Earlier in the season Midway
defeated Red Oak, and McNeil.
Varsity is now 3-1 with a loss to
Crowley.

JV FOOTBALL

Panthers win opener
   The JV football team won the
opening game of the season 28-21
over the Red Oak Hawks.
Quarterback Chris Meza threw two
touchdown passes to wide receiver
Seth Williams, one covering 67-
yards, to lead the Midway offensive
attack.  Meza added a 14-yard

scoring run to his totals.  The big play of
the night was a 85-yard kickoff return by
Josh Williams that gave the Panthers a
21-15 lead in the third quarter.
   Koby Gidney, Tyler Torrence, and
Robbie Mendoza led a solid defensive
effort for the Panthers. 

Panthers stumble in McNeil
   The JV football team lost to the
McNeil Mavericks, 22-7 in Round
Rock.  The Mavs scored early on a 35-
yard run and scored again after another
long run from thier half-back. Midway
was then able to shut down McNeil for
most of the second half.  Tyler Torrence
helped with a sack while Randy Tucker
recovered a fumble.  Patrick Murphy,
Bryce Lindley, and Koby Gidney had
outstanding games defensively. The
Panthers were able to score only once. 
In the third quarter, Aaron Wilkerson hit
Seth Williams with a 52-yard touchdown
pass, and Ryan Kelly added the extra
point, Midway crawled within two
touchdowns. The Panthers got the ball
back twice inside the Maverick’s 20-
yard line, but failed to succeed. Midway
falls to 1-1 on the season.
   Aaron Wilkerson threw three touch-
down passes in the second quarter as
the Midway JV football team cruised to
a 35-12 victory over the Crowley Eagles
at Panther Stadium.
   The junior quarterback connected with
Robbie Mendoza on a 34-yard pass early

in the period, he hit Seth Williams on a
29 yard scoring play. Cory Ironside
pulled in Wilkerson’s 5-yard pass just
before intermission to give the Pan-
thers a 28-6 halftime lead. 
   Josh Williams had another touch-
down run, which was 71-yards.  Seth
Williams completed the scoring in the
fourth quarter with a 30-yard intercep-
tion return for a touchdown.
  The Round Rock Dragons scored
early and often on their way to a 43-0
win over Midway JV Sept. 15.  The
Dragons scored 29 second quarter
points to lead at halftime 36-0. 
   Midway performed better later,
holding Round Rock to only a solo
fourth quarter scoring play, but could
not put the ball into the end zone.

FRESHMEN FOOTBALL
   On Aug. 27 the freshman football
team lost to the Hawks 23-28.  Trey
Graham scored three touchdowns
from passes by Todd Glaesman
   Midway Freshman A won against
Round Rock McNeil on Sept. 1, 27-14
with four touchdowns coming from
two runs by Terrence Holloman of 10-
yards and 35-yards, one touchdown
pass from Todd Glaesman to Trey
Graham for 30-yards and 1 run of 10
yards by Todd Glaesman.
   The Freshman A team lost Sept. 8
to Crowley, 21-34.  The majority of
points came from two touchdown

passes from Todd Glaesman to Trey
Graham. Brandon Knapp also found
the end zone on a 10-yard run late in
the game.
  Freshman B team beat Crowley
Sept. 8, 16-0.  Michael Edwards
scored the first touchdown with a 20-
yard pass from Todd Fotenot. Todd
Donahue ran then ran in the two point
conversion. Ryan Wilson then recov-
ered a blocked punt by James Bartee
and Kyle Prince to score the next
touchdown.  Austin Price ran in the
conversion.  Some defensive standouts
were Tate Selvik, Matt Valentine, and
Marcus Booker.
   The Freshman A team won a big
game Sept. 15 against the Round Rock
Dragons, 45-22.  Behind the running of
Brandon Knapp who rushed for 90
yards on 15 carries, the offense
dominated all night.  Todd Glaesman
threw for 10 of 14 with two touch-
down passes, one to Blake Landon for
22 yards and another to Clay
Cummingham for 35 yards.  Glaesman
also ran for three touchdowns behind
the big offensive line for the Panthers. 
Tony Martinez also added three points,
kicking a 35-yard field goal in the
second half.  The defense also played
very well behind great leadership from
Terrence Holloman and Blake Landon
and Glaesman. 
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Most challenging thing
about football: Not giving
up when things get tough
and you’re tired.
What athletes do you look
up to?: Ricky Williams
Pre-game rituals or good
luck charms: I usually pray
before the game.
What emotions do you go
through after a win or
loss?  Winning makes me

Brandon Moreno
JV A Team

Defense Tackle

feel great, and losing
makes me sad, but
shows me that I need to
train harder.
Do you see yourself
playing this sport in
college or as a career?
I definitely see myself
playing in college and I
hope to go further. I’ve
always had love and a
natural talent for the
game.
One food item you can’t
live without:  Eggs,
What is in your CD
player right now?  Linkin
Park
If you could be any
cartoon character who
would you be?  Scooby-
Doo, He has fun and no
matter how bad he
messes up; he always
saves the day.
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Most challenging thing
about football: Playing
through the pain.
What athletes do you
look up to? Any hard
hitting defensive back, like
Roy Williams, Ronny Lott,
John Lynch or Brian
Dankins.
Pre-game rituals or
good luck charms: I just
make sure I am focused

Bob Talley
Varsity

Defensive Back

and mentally ready.
What emotions do you
go through after a win
or loss? I can’t describe
the joy of victory or the
agony of defeat.
Do you see yourself
playing in college or as
a career? I hope to play
as long as a am able to
physically, because I love
the game.
What do you do when
not playing this sport?
Hang out with my friends
and girlfriend.
What is one food item
you can’t live without?
Chicken
If you could be any
cartoon character who
would you be and why?
Superman or Wolverine,
because they are
indestructable.

VOLLEYBALL
   The volleyball team placed eighth at
the 32-team Justin Northwest
Tournament. The team lost matches to
Dripping Springs, Mesquite Poteet and
Hereford and had wins over Highland
Park, Bishop Lynch, Denton and Justin
Northwest. Rachel Fahlenkamp, Laura
Simon, Jordan Rice and Megan Mader
were named to the All-Tournament
team.
   The Varsity and JV volleyball teams
placed third in Co-Championship.  The
JV placed second in their pool with
wins over the varsity teams from
Belton, Cedar Hill and Lampasas. The
varsity also advanced with a second
place win in their pool with wins over
Harker Heights and Gatesville.
   The JV members won their opening
round of bracket play with a win over
Caldwell and the varsity advanced
with a win over San Antonio Holmes.
Both teams then lost their next round
leaving them with the third Co-
Championship.
  The Varsity team placed second at
The Stars and Stripes Volleyball
Tournament held in Bryan. Laura
Simon and Rachel Fahlenkamp were
named to the All-Tournament team.
Also, all the teams for beat Lorena
Sept. 9 and A&M Consolidated on
Aug. 30.
   The JV volleyball team came away
from Stephenville with the champion-

ship Sept. 10-11.  They defeated San
Angelo Lakeview, Cleburne,
Stephenville 9th grade and then
Stephenville’s JV for the first place
trophy. 

GOLF
   The boy’s varsity golf team placed
second in the consolation bracket of
the Bart Granger Invitational.  The
team shot a final round 304.  Leading
the way for the Panthers on the
second day was Garrison Nordt: 73,
Reid Jacobs: 73, and Kort O’Leary:
77.  The next varsity tournament will
be in Granbury Oct. 21-22.

CROSS COUNTRY
 The varsity girls team placed second
in the The Kiwanis-Midway Cross
Country Invitational Meet.  Medal
winners for the team were Jessica
Carroll, Kally Amos, Catherine Mathis,
and Nethika Ariyasinghe.  Also
running for the team were Holley
Gentsch, Nethmi Ariyasinghe and
Jocelyn Fulbright.
   In the JV girls division, medal
winners were Sabina Hoida, Heather
Haecker, Heather Packwood and
Ashley Thompson .
   In the varsity boys race, the team
placed fourth.  Medal winners for the
boys were Jeff Sadler and Robert
Ostyn.  Other team runners were
Morgan Underwood, Ian Smith, Clint

Glaesmann, and Jeremy Gann.
   The JV boys team placed second in
the meet.  The team was led by the
overall winner Eric Rodriguez, and
other medal winners were Billy
Schmidt and Cliff Rusek.  Other team
members were Tyler Underwood,
Greg Nagel, Jordan Bell, Cory
Jernigan, Grant Williams, Jackson
West, Justin Schaefer, Jacob Valentien,
Nathan Hale, Karl Lockhart, Christian
Jacobs, Robert Ed, Scott Thrower,
Ricky Guy, Blake Sherman and
Michael Mataleska.

TENNIS
   The Panther Tennis Team placed
third in the Midway Team Tennis
Tournament.  The Panthers moved to
4-1 on the season after going 2-1 in
the tournament.  The Panthers opened
up with a 10-9 win over Van. Cat
Luedtke had a No. 6 singles win the
match was tied 9-9.
    After a loss to Ennis the Panthers
would play Harker Heights in the third
place match. Amanda Alvarado took
the final match victory.
    Earlier in the season, the team beat
Copperas Cove 18-1 and Harker
Heights 12-7. 
   Against Cove, the Panthers took six
of the seven doubles matches. 
Leading the way in doubles was Ross
Natividad/Chris Fernandez. Also
winning doubles matches against Cove

were the tandems of Rochelle/
Gilbert, Colleen Myers/Elizabeth
Allinson, Rivera/Harrell,
Alvarado/Millard, North/
McCarter.
   The Panthers won 12 singles
matches.  Magaly Rivera led the
way for the Pantherettes in
singles at #1.  Also winning
matches in singles were Colleen
Myers, Elizabeth Allinson,
Lindsey Harrell, Amanda
Alvarado, Cat Luedtke, Frankie
Allinson, Ben McCarter, Chris
Fernandez, Mitchell Myers,
Ross Natividad, and Dustin
Rochelle.
   Leading the defeat of Harker-
Heights was the freshman
tandem of Frankie Allinson/
Mitchell Myers at #1 Boys
Doubles.  Also winning doubles
against Heights were
Fernandez/Natividad, Rochelle/
Gilbert,  Colleen Myers/Eliza-
beth Allinson, Rivera/Harrell,
and Millard/Alvarado.
   Finishing the weekend with
wins in singles and other
matches for the team were:
Magaly Rivera, Lindsey North,
Frankie Allinson, Ben McCarter,
Mitchell Myers, Dustin Rochelle,
Mitch Gurrera, and and
Saemmul Lee. 



Student Special

4 Tenders, French
Fries,

Gravy, Roll & Large
Drink

$4.00

Bush’s Gold ‘N’ Crisp Chicken
Limit One

Family Roll
&

Large Tea

$1.50
Bush’s Gold ‘N’ Crisp Chicken

Limit One

PANTHER SPECIAL

2 Tenders, French
Fries,

Roll, Gravy & Large
Drink

$3.00

Bush’s Gold ‘N’ Crisp Chicken
Limit One

Bush’s Gold ‘N’ Crisp Chicken
Limit One

BIG DEAL
7 Tenders, French
Fries, Roll, Gravy

& Large Drink

$5.39

Bush’s Gold ‘N’ Crisp Chicken
Limit One


